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Task Force on International Merchandise Trade Statistics

Santiago, 3-5 April 2006
item 4(d) of the provisional agenda

Revision of the IMTS recommendations

1. At the Statistical Commission meeting of March 2006, the TF presented a report in which a number of forward looking activities were announced including the revision of the existing recommendations of IMTS. The exact wording was as follows:
Review of country compilation and reporting practices. In 2006, the Statistics Division will conduct a comprehensive review of country practices in compilation and reporting of international merchandise trade statistics in order to assess their compliance with the current recommendations of the Statistical Commission. The results of this review, together with the analysis of developments described in paragraph 24 above, will allow the Statistics Division and the Task Force to evaluate the scope of the necessary revisions to the existing recommendations. A corresponding action plan will be developed and submitted to the Commission at its thirty-ninth session (March 2008).

2. In view of revision work going on in adjacent economic areas (SNA, Balance of Payments and Statistics of International Trade in Services), we propose that the TF starts preparations for a revision of the recommendations in IMTS, Rev.2, with a tentative submission date of 2010 to the Statistical Commission. In this respect, we would like to propose to put “Revision of the IMTS Recommendations” as a new item on the agenda of the Task Force meetings.
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