

24 March 2006

______________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.png]


United Nations 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
     Statistics Division
      Trade Statistics Branch

______________________________________________________________________

Task Force on International Merchandise Trade Statistics

Santiago, 3-5 April 2006
item 4(a)-bis of the provisional agenda

Questionnaire on Compilation and Dissemination Practices

1. In 1998, the new standards of the IMTS Concepts and Definitions, Revision 2, were adopted by the UN Statistical Commission. This year we would like to take stock of the level of compliance with these recommendations by sending a questionnaire to all UN member states. This questionnaire follows the structure of IMTS, Rev.2, and – where possible – is linked to the earlier questionnaire which was sent in 1993. It is our intention to send as much as possible a pre-filled questionnaire in the UN language of preference. An example of the first draft of this questionnaire is posted on the EDG together with this note. 

2. In addition to questions regarding the current recommendations, we would like to grasp the opportunity to ask about possible new recommendations. Examples of these are given in the annex. This part of the questionnaire is still in preparation and we invite the Task Force members to propose additional topics and associated questions.

3. Concerning the OECD member states we will send the questionnaire jointly with OECD. We will coordinate with them in pre-filling the questionnaires as much as possible.

4. We intend to post a complete draft questionnaire on the EDG during April for comments. In the month of May we will be sending out the questionnaires to all UN member states. Over the subsequent 6 months we will be collecting, analyzing and following up. At the TF 2007 we hope to present a draft of the analysis, in the format of the Supplement as proposed. 

Annex

Examples of addition questions regarding new areas

Goods for processing abroad

· Do customs documents currently permit to identify “goods admitted temporarily for processing”?

· Do customs documents currently permit to identify goods that leave the country after “temporary admission for processing”?

Residency

· Do customs documents currently identify the residency of the seller?

· Do customs documents currently identify the residency of the buyer?

· Do customs documents currently identify the residency of the importer?

· Do customs documents currently identify the residency of the exporter?

Origin/ Consignment

· Is it currently possible to identify both country of origin and country of consignment for imports?

· Is it currently possible to identify both country of last known destination and country of consignment for exports?
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