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Statistical Territories and use of country codes in UN-OECD Joint system

1.
Country nomenclature was one of the issues which needed extensive and detailed discussions in the framework of the UN-OECD Joint System. For historical and other reasons OECD and UNSD do not always use the same composition of areas, in particular for trading partners. The solution was that building blocks needed to be found which would allow both organizations to produce their own trading partners. 
2.
First of all, some concepts and rules needed to be set to better understand the implications of the coding. For instance, the codes in the Tariff-line data will be different from the codes in UN Comtrade, and users of the international agencies need to be aware of this. Unless specifically mentioned otherwise, all issues pertain to trading partner nomenclature. Reporter codes are treated differently. In that case, we use a specific set of codes (individual or composed) which do not imply addition of other codes and which have a specific validity periods.

Concepts

· Individual area:
A country, island or other territory which is a single area

· Composed area:
A country or territory which is composed of two or more individual areas

Rules

· Individual and composed areas have unique codes. This means that an individual area can not have the same codes as a composed area.

· In data processing we use codes of individual areas only. Assigning a code of a composed area will give a country code rejection.

· Individual codes have a validity period. Using an individual code for a year outside of the validity period will give a country code rejection.
· Sum of individual areas will give the World.

· A composed area is the sum of a specific set of individual areas.

· Tariff-line data contain individual areas only.

· UN Comtrade data contain a selected mixture of individual and composed areas, such that its sum reflects correctly the World.
3.
If we take the case of Norway, there is code 578 indicating the individual area of Norway and code 744 indicating the individual area of Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands. These two codes will appear in the Tariff-line data. Then there is the statistical territory of Norway including Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands, which is a composed area with code 579 and is equal to 578 + 744. The statistical territory of Norway is used in UN Comtrade.  Norway reports for its statistical territory and we then use 579 directly as the code (of course there is no addition). This is a difference in treatment between Reporter and Partner Code. Annex 1 gives cases similar to that of Norway.

4.
In the case of the South African Customs Union (SACU), there is a slightly different treatment. Instead of using SACU as a composed area, we use it as an individual area (code 711), of which the validity stops in 1999. As of 2000, we use the individual areas of South Africa (710), Botswana (72), Lesotho (426), Namibia (516) and Swaziland (748). Similarly, the Belgium-Luxembourg Economic Union (code 58) has validity as an individual area up to 1998 and as of 1999 we use the individual areas of Belgium (56) and Luxembourg (442). 
5.
In UN Comtrade some individual areas are introduced (or re-introduced), namely 

Antarctica
10

American Samoa
16

Bouvet Island
74

South Georgia and Sandwich Islands
239

Guam
316

Heard and McDonald
334

Aland Island
248
The full list of the individual area codes is given as an attachment to this report.

Annex 1

Cases similar to Norway 

USA


Individual areas are USA (840), Puerto Rico (630) and US Virgin Islands (850). The composed area code for the statistical territory of USA is 842 = 840 + 630 + 850. USA reports as the statistical territory and we use code 842 as a reporter.

France

Individual areas are France (250), Monaco (492), Martinique (474), Guadeloupe (312), French Guiana (254) and Reunion (638). The composed area code for the statistical territory of France is 251 = 250 + 254 + 312 + 474 + 492 + 638. France reports as the statistical territory and we use code 251 as a reporter.

Switzerland

Individual areas are Switzerland (756) and Liechtenstein (438). The composed area code for the statistical territory of Switzerland is 757 = 756 + 438. Switzerland reports as the statistical territory and we use code 757 as a reporter.

Italy

Individual areas are Italy (380), Holy See (336) and San Marino (674). The composed area code for the statistical territory of Italy is 381 = 380 + 336 + 674.  Italy reports as the statistical territory and we use code 381 as a reporter.

New Zealand

Individual areas are NZL (554) and Tokelau (772). The composed area code for the statistical territory of NZL is 555 = 554 + 772. NZL reports as the statistical territory and we use code 555 as a reporter (for now, we will start with this for the reference year 2005).
US Minor Outlying Islands

Individual areas are US Miscellaneous Pacific Islands (849), Midway Island (488) and Wake Island (872). Group of US Minor Outlying Islands is 581 = 849 + 488 + 872. US Minor Outlying Islands does not report as a statistical territory.

Serbia and Montenegro (starting 1992)

Individual areas are Serbia (688), Montenegro (499) and Kosovo (412). Statistical territory of Serbia and Montenegro is 891 =688 + 499 + 412. Serbia and Montenegro reports as a statistical territory since 1992 and we use code 891 as a reporter.
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